
CT DEEP, Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse  
79 Elm Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 
Attn: Alexander Ericson  

Re: Eversource Energy, Application No. 202001005-WQC                                        

                                                                                                                                  January 13, 2021 

Dear Mr. Ericson:  

On behalf of the Darien Pollinator Pathway, we appreciate the opportunity to comment on the tentative 
decision by the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) on Application No. 
202001005-WQC by Eversource Energy to discharge industrial wastewater associated with steam electric 
power generation operations located at 189 Lake Rd, Killingly, CT.  

We have a number of concerns with this tentative decision.  

We have spent several hours reading the Final Report of the Forests Subgroup, one of many groups which 
have been tasked by Governor Lamont to analyze and report on strategies to achieve a 45% reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. We have also made comments on DEEP’s own list of short-term 
priority actions for CT to address climate change (“Taking Action on Climate Change and Building a 
More Resilient Connecticut for All”). We did not understand that the powerful and natural solutions for 
mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions that are available to us through our forests, wetlands and other 
natural habitats, solutions which are recommended by these experts and by DEEP itself, needed to be 
viewed in the context of support by DEEP for an increase in greenhouse emissions via the proposed 
Killingly plant. And we read that construction of the plant would even result in the tearing up of wetlands 
and the destruction of habitat of some endangered species! 
 
As a natural gas plant, Killingly would contribute CO2 and other noxious gases to the atmosphere at a 
time when renewable energy options are apparently available and the State is promoting its climate 
change initiatives. 
 
But the proposed power plant will not only cause air pollution, it will also cause water pollution. In 
addition to the likelihood of oil and heavy metals being discharge into the Quinebaug River, no 
consideration seems to have been given to the risk of PFAS chemicals being present in the wastewater. 
Taxpayers should not have to bear the costs of monitoring, treatment or remediation of, or the health risks 
associated with, these chemicals. On its website DEEP states: “DEEP is dedicated to improving and 
protecting our water resources to ensure a clean and adequate supply of water for now and the future”. 
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Water/Water  Again, approval of this plant would run counter to DEEP’s own 
priorities. 

DEEP also recommends that “every resident of the state should take part in the effort to control non-point 
source pollution”. https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Coastal-Resources/Living-on-the-Shore-Brochure/Water-
Pollution  As a potential source of point-source pollution, approval of the Killingly plant would appear to 
be DEEP’s own version of “do as I say, not as I do”. 

In our view, a decision to approve this application would make a mockery of Governor Lamont’s GC3 
initiative and the findings of the experts who worked on the Governor’s behalf for so long and so 
diligently to produce their reports and recommendations for action. We gave comments on DEEP’s 



priority actions in the good faith belief that these recommendations would be taken seriously and that 
Connecticut was fully committed to achieving the goals set for reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. To 
approve this application would indicate that the GC3 initiative is simply a feel-good initiative. 

The Darien Pollinator Pathway strongly opposes this application and hopes that DEEP will reject it in the 
final decision. Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on this important issue.  

Juliet Cain 

Darien Pollinator Pathway  
81 Locust Hill Rd 
Darien, CT 06820 

 

 

 

 

	


