
	

	

January 13, 2021 

CT DEEP, Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse 79 Elm Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 
Attn: Alexander Ericson  

Re: Eversource Energy, Application No. 202001005-WQC  

Dear Mr. Ericson:  

On behalf of the Pollinator Pathway Northeast (PP NE), thank you for the opportunity to 
comment on the tentative decision by the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) on Application No. 202001005-WQC by Eversource Energy to discharge industrial 
wastewater associated with steam electric power generation operations located at 189 Lake Rd, 
Killingly, CT.  

The PP NE represents 68 towns in Connecticut and over 225 towns across the region, with 
thousands of active participants. Together we ask the Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) to reject this application. The wastewater discharged from the plant will 
contain oil, heavy metals as well as perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAs). PFA’s 
are toxic to people and animals, and cannot be broken down. After this water is treated at the 
Killingly water treatment plant it will be discharged into the Quinebaug River. Although treated, 
the water will still contain harmful pollutants as it flows into the river and surrounding wetlands 
and other water bodies, thereby affecting the native wild life and delicate eco-systems of 
Connecticut. 

Science tells us that fossil fuels are the primary cause of global warming. Gov. Ned Lamont and 
his administration have committed to bringing carbon emissions from the power sector to zero by 
2040. How can they allow the development of a new fossil fuel power plant that will emit 2.2 
million tons of CO2 annually for decades? Also, while natural gas releases less CO2 than coal 
and oil when used as an energy source, the extraction and refining of natural gas releases massive 
quantities of methane gas, and methane warms the planet 80 times more than CO2. Scientists at 
Cornell University determined that shale natural gas production is worse on the climate than coal. 
The Killingly power plant will only increase our continued reliance on fossil fuels and is 
completely out of alignment with Connecticut’s Global Warming Solutions Act goals. 

The pipeline that will supply gas to the plant will need to go through vital wetlands and streams, 
including a native brook trout stream. It would destroy habitat for state-listed endangered species 
including the Northern long-eared owl and American bittern. The pipeline would cross under the 
Quinebaug River, and through wetlands that DEEP is in the process of rehabilitating. 

The Pollinator Pathway strongly opposes this application and the Killingly power plant and we 
hope that DEEP will reject it in the final decision. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 
comments on this important issue.  

Sincerely,  

Deepika Saksena 
Pollinator Pathway Northeast 
354 Hoyt Street, Darien, CT 06820 


